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Slaves did the shopping for rich Roman families. They used money, like us, but 
their numbers were different.  Here the prices of the goods for sale are shown 
in Roman numbers.  Imagine you are going shopping – fill in how much you 
spent every day, and write your answer in Roman numbers. 

A strigil was a scraper used at bath 
time.  Romans did not use soap.  They 
rubbed themselves with oil, then used 
a strigil to scrape off the oil – and the 
dirt. 

A fibula is a brooch to hold a cloak at
the neck

Roman money was in metal coins.  
One coin was called a denarius.


